
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-067

NPDES NO. CA 0029297

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

UNOCAL CORP
UNOCAL CHEMICAlS DIVISION
OAKI1lND
AlAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Unocal COrporation, Unocal Chemicals Division, hereinafter called the
discharger, by application dated January 8, 1988, has applied for
issuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge
waste under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) •

2. The discharger owns and operates a chemical distribution center
located at 401 High Street in the City of Oakland, Alameda County.
The site is presently bounded by the oakland Estuary on the southwest,
a former scrap yard on the northwest, and a lumberyard on the two
sides from the northeast to the southeast. See Attachment A.

3. In November 1982 suspected pollution of soil and groundwater was
discovered in a foundation excavation at the facility. Subsequently,
investigations initiated in January 1983 detected various industrial
solvents, including methylene chloride, ethyl benzene, toluene, and
1,1,1 - trichloroethane.

4. As of May 1987, studies indicated that the groundwater pollution
extended vertically to at least a depth of 44 feet, which includes
three water-bearing zones beneath the site. The shallow zone is
located between depths of 1 to 9 feet below ground level, the deep
zone is located between depths of 15 to 25 feet and a lower zone is
located between 39 to 44 feet. The discharger seeks to cleanup and
prevent the further migration of groundwater pollutants in the shallow
and deep zones by groundwater extraction and treatment.

5. A subsurface site investigation report by the discharger's consulterrt,
Brown and Caldwell (March 1983), stated that groundwater in the
shallow and deep zones is discharged to the Oakland Estuary. The
report estimated that during wet season conditions approximately 5000
gallons per day (gpd) of groundwater is moving through the shallow
zone and into the oakland Estuary.
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